TENSAS BASIN LEVEE DISTRICT





                     February 09, 2016
     The Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District met for its regular meeting 
Tuesday, at 9:30 A. M. in its office located at 505 District Drive Monroe, Louisiana.
     Mr. Drew Keahey, President, called the meeting to order and requested the Secretary call roll with the following present and answering:  Mr. Drew Keahey, President, Caldwell Parish; Mr. Rodney Hutchins, Vice President, Catahoula Parish; Mr. James Mayo, Mr. Charles Venable and Mr. Mike Calloway, Ouachita Parish; Ms. Ramona N. Haire and Mr. Robert Neal Harwell , Richland Parish; Mr. Harlon E. Nobles, LaSalle Parish; Mr. Venoy Kinnaird, Morehouse Parish and Mr. Shelton Ruffin, West Carroll Parish. Absent: Mr. Ashley Peters, Franklin Parish.    
     Others in attendance were: Ms. Michelle Collum, Oak Grove, La.; Mr. Max Tullos, Corps of Engineers, Vidalia, La.; Mr. Ryan McMillian and Mr. Melvin Hicks Department of Transportation and Development, Monroe, La.; Mr. Steve Tew, Attorney, Tensas Basin Levee District; Mr. John Stringer, Executive Director, Tensas Basin Levee District; Mr. Johnny Trisler and Mr. Rick Vandevender, Levee Maintenance Superintendents, Tensas Basin Levee District, Mr. Tracy Hilburn, Levee Operations Superintendent, Tensas Basin Levee District and Mr. Brandon Waggoner, Captain, Levee District Police.   
     President Drew Keahey opened the meeting with prayer the Pledge of Allegiance.
       The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Ramon N. Haire, seconded by Commissioner Mike Calloway and passed unanimously by the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District, after President Drew Keahey called for public comments and there were none, to-wit:

RESOLUTION

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas 

Basin Levee District does hereby declare that the reading of the minutes of the regular meeting 

of January 12, 2016 is hereby dispensed with and declared approved as published in the official journal of this board, The Richland Beacon News.

Virginia Caviness






Drew Keahey

 Secretary







President




     The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Ramona N. Haire, seconded by 

Commissioner Harlon Nobles, and passed unanimously by the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District, after President Drew Keahey called for public comments and there were none, to-wit:






RESOLUTION

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas 

Basin Levee District does hereby approve all bills approved by the claims committee for January, 2016.
Virginia Caviness






Drew Keahey

Secretary







President

     The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Venoy Kinnaird, seconded by Commissioner Rodney Hutchins, and passed unanimously by the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District, after President Drew Keahey called for public comments and there were none, to-wit:

                                                                  
RESOLUTION

     WHEREAS, the unrelenting spring storms caused the greatest flooding on record in the Upper Mississippi River Basin and near record flooding in the Lower Mississippi River Basin; and

     WHEREAS, the value of the agricultural products and the large agribusiness industry in the Mississippi River Basin produces ninety-two (92) percent of the nation’s agricultural exports, seventy-eight (78) percent of the world’s exports in feed grains and soybeans, and most of the livestock and hogs produced nationally; and
     WHEREAS, sixty (60) percent of all grain exported from the United States is shipped via the Mississippi River from ports throughout the region, down to the Port of New Orleans and the Port of South Louisiana; and
     WHEREAS, navigation on the Mississippi River carries the vast amount of important products like coal, fertilizer, cement, gravel and salt, among others, which are the building blocks of our nation’s economy; and
     WHEREAS, the Mississippi River and Tributaries Project, the nation’s first comprehensive flood control and navigation act, provides protection for more than four (4) million people that live in the Lower Mississippi Valley, impact people in half the USA and since its creation in 1928, has saved 
thousands of lives, communities and more than $0.5 a trillion dollars in property damage/loss; and

     WHEREAS, the Mississippi River and Tributaries Project is one (1) of the most successful civil works projects and one (1) of the wisest investments our country has made, protecting more than $250 billion dollars in assets; and

     WHEREAS, beyond its flood control protection, the Mississippi River and Tributaries Project provides benefits crucial to the Mississippi Valley region, including stable drinking water supplies, power generation, navigation and commerce, economic development and recreation; and

     WHEREAS, as a result of the historic floods of 2008, 2011, and 2016, the Mississippi River and Tributaries Project has been significantly compromised; and

     WHEREAS, failing to implement a systematic approach, experiencing a failure in the system or failing to restore the system in time for the next high-water event would be devastating to our nation’s economy and quality of life; and

     WHEREAS, the United States Congress has the power to supply funding to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers and other federal and state agencies so that those devastated by this year’s flooding can rebuild and restore their lives and livelihood; to approve and fund a comprehensive flood control and navigation project for the upper Mississippi River Basin to protect people and property; to pass legislation providing the authority to streamline the burdensome regulatory process to ensure federal funds are being utilized for projects, not permits and/or studies.
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that The Tensas Basin Levee District in the State of Louisiana supports the passage of an emergency supplemental appropriations bill ($2 billion dollars) to repair flood damage to the system and infrastructure; yearly funding in the amount of 500 Million dollars for continued maintenance of the Mississippi River and Tributaries Project; the passage of a comprehensive flood control and navigation project for the upper Mississippi River Basin to protect people and property throughout the entire Mississippi River Valley; and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that The Tensas Basin Levee District supports passage of federal legislation providing local levee and drainage districts in conjunction with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the Mississippi River Commission the authority to streamline the burdensome regulatory and environmental processes to ensure federal dollars are spent directly projects to protect people and property.

     Done this 14th day of January, 2016 by unanimous vote of the Board of Commissioners of said District. 

Virginia Caviness







Drew Keahey

Secretary








President

     WHEREAS, the above resolution was taken care of in a timely manner and dispatched to the needed agencies.

     THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District hereby ratifies the above resolution.  
Virginia Caviness







Drew Keahey

Secretary








President

     The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Charles Venable seconded by Commissioner Rodney Hutchins, and passed unanimously by the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District, after President Drew Keahey called for public comments and there were none, to-wit:






RESOLUTION

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District does hereby authorize the President and Secretary to advertise for bids for surface leasing for the following described properties:  

65.36 acres in LaSalle Parish, Louisiana

71 acres in LaSalle Parish, Louisiana

79.36 acres in Franklin Parish, Louisiana

60 acres in Franklin Parish, Louisiana

120 acres in Catahoula Parish, Louisiana

392.34 acres in Catahoula Parish, Louisiana

238.28 acres in Catahoula Parish, Louisiana

52.40 acres in Catahoula Parish, Louisiana

43 acres in Franklin Parish, Louisiana
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that bids shall be received up until 7:30 A. M., March 08, 2016 at the office of the Tensas Basin Levee District, P. O. Box 68, Rayville, La. 71269 and 708 Julia Street, Suite 101B, Courthouse, Rayville, La. and up until 9:30 A. M., March 08, 2016 at the office of the Tensas Basin Levee District, 505 District Drive, Monroe, La. 71202-6862, at which time bids shall be opened and read aloud.

Virginia Caviness






Drew Keahey  

Secretary







President

     Mr. John Stringer, Executive Director and Mr. Brandon Waggoner, Captain, Levee District Police, gave a high water update stating in part that the campsites suffered no losses as far as theft, vandalism etc. was concerned however one site was destroyed by fire due to electrical problem.  They further stated the campsite area was patrolled up to eighteen hours a day commencing with high water.
     President Drew Keahey called for public comments and there were none.

     Financial statements were reviewed and discussed after President Drew Keahey called for public comments and there were none.

     There being no further business to come before the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District at this time, President Drew Keahey declared the meeting adjourned.

Virginia Caviness







Drew Keahey

Secretary








President

